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As Christians come in contact with the acute problems that exist in Latin America, they experience an urgent need to take part in solutions to them. They run the risk however, of doing this without a reexamination of their own basic doctrinal principles, a situation that can lead to dead ends, and to action that is ultimately sterile. 

What is really at stake…is not simply a greater rationality in economic activity, or a better social organization, but, over and above all this, a question of justice and love. These terms are classical and perhaps seldom employed in strictly political discourse. But they remind us all of the human density involved in the matter. 


These terms recall to our minds that we are speaking of real human persons, whole peoples, suffering misery and exploitation, deprived of the most elemental human rights, are scarcely aware that they are human beings at all. Liberating praxis,(praxis meaning right-action), therefore, to the degree that it starts out from an authentic solidarity with the poor and the oppressed, is, in short, a praxis of love.
 Real love – efficacious, historical, for concrete human beings. It is a praxis of love of neighbor, and love for Christ in the neighbor, for Christ identifies himself with the least of our human brothers and sisters. Any attempt to separate love for God and love for neighbor gives rise to attitudes which impoverish us in one way or another. 


It is easy to oppose a “heavenly praxis” to an “earthly praxis” and vice versa – easy, but not faithful to the gospel of the Word who became a human being. It therefore would seem more authentic and profound to speak of a praxis of love which sinks its roots in the gratuitous and free love of the Father, and, which turns into history (i.e.- through living love in the moment) solidarity with the poor and dispossessed, and, through them, in solidarity with all human beings.  

              From: Essential Writings, Gustavo Gutierrez

