Santa Clara University

Immersion Trip Descriptions

El Salvador

This will be the sixth consecutive year that a delegation of Santa Clara students will travel to El Salvador.  While there, the students will spend two weeks collaborating with Christians for Peace in El Salvador (Crispaz), a faith-based organization founded in 1984 – in the midst of that country’s civil war.  Crispaz helps Santa Clara University build and deepen the bridges of solidarity that exist between our community and the people of El Salvador.  During the first four days of the trip the SCU students will explore the capital city of San Salvador.  This introductory period will include meetings with a variety of professors, social workers, educators, politicians, clergy, and other experts who will describe both the history and the current national reality of the country.  These initial days in San Salvador also include a visit to the University of Central America (UCA), the Jesuit University in El Salvador where SCU students will have the opportunity to visit the site where six Jesuits and their two co-workers were martyred in 1989 for their efforts to end the country’s civil war.  The second portion of the immersion experience includes living with campesino (farming) families for seven days.  The SCU students will accompany these families in all aspects of their daily lives – visiting their corn fields, learning how to make tortillas by hand, sharing meals, playing soccer, attending a worship service, and engaging in ongoing conversation and relationship building with these subsistence farmers who live on less than $2 a day.  

Ecuador

Ecuador is one of the world’s most dynamic and fascinating countries, a land in which incredible natural beauty and rich resources interface with desperate poverty.  Santa Clara University will send its first student delegation to experience this wonderful land in September of 2005.  While in Ecuador, The Santa Clara students will be hosted by Rostro de Christo (Face of Christ) and Catholic Relief Services.  During their ten day stay, the SCU students will learn from the people of Duran, a large urban barrio of Guayaquil, near the Rio Guayas while also working with the poorest of the poor in the area who are in desperate need of education and a wide range of health and family services.  The Santa Clara delegation will live simply, build community, and be in relationship with the Ecuadorian people while reflecting on the face of Christ in their joys and struggles.  The students will be challenged to work with the Ecuadorian people to find long term solutions to the problems of poverty and together seek opportunities to improve the lives of the people – most of whom are a part of the world’s 3 billion people who live on less than $2 a day.  

